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Nivi and the reindeer hunt 
– Hunting and nature management as a pedagogical tool for disadvantaged 
children and young people in Kalaallit Nunaat/Greenland

By Kirsten Føns

In this article, the reader is invited on a reindeer hunt with a young girl who lives 
in a residential institution in Greenland. The reindeer hunt is used as pedagogy to 
strengthen self-esteem and provide positive experiences for the adolescent. Through 
observations, photos from the hunt, knowledge from research, and conversations 
with the educator, who also serves as the hunting guide, this article describes what 
happens and intentions behind incorporating hunting and other traditional uses of 
nature into the pedagogical work with vulnerable young people in Greenland. 
Before the hunt, the adolescent has prepared by learning about the game animal 
and safety in the outback, training to move silently in the terrain, and developing 
weapon handling and shooting skills. Additionally,  she has made tools to be used 
in connection with the hunt. After the hunt, the adolescent participates in butche-
ring and preparing meals from the meat, and learning how to utilise every part of 
the animal. The authenticity in the use of nature in the pedagogical work has seve-
ral effects: 1) Acquire skills in own cultural tradition, 2) Nature as space for mental 
and physical health, 3) Mastery experiences and self-efficacy, 4) Participation in a 
committed community, 5) Competence in being able to contribute to self-sufficiency, 
6) Knowledge about nature and game animals.

The pedagogical practice can fulfil the young person’s basic psychological need to 
contribute, feel autonomy, competence and connectedness and can show a path 
towards an Arctic/Greenlandic pedagogy.

Minority stress in youth communities

By Kitt Nirmala Andresen

A 2024 report on Danish LGBT+ youth shows that many are not thriving as well as 
their peers; they have higher school drop-out incidences, report a higher rate of 
discrimination and harassment in their school environments and are, generally, 
lonelier. I combine Meyer’s model of minority stress with Bruselius-Jensen et al.’s 
four types of community, drawing upon recent available data to explore ways that 
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minority stress might impact the thriving of minoritised youth in their communi-
ties and how we might support them.

Young people’s motivation in FGU

By Jonas Sprogøe

We want young people to succeed in life, education and work. This is the premise 
behind establishing a whole new educational sector, the Preparatory Basic Educa-
tion and Training (FGU). 
This article investigates the motivation and well-being of students in PBET in light 
of central concepts from self-determination theory (SDT). The empirical basis is 
eight group interviews with students from five different PBET institutions about 
their experiences of attending PBET.

The interviews are analysed through an SDT lens to determine how the students’ 
basic needs for autonomy, competence and relatedness are met in PBET. The ana-
lysis shows that the three basic needs are met, providing potential for intrinsic 
motivation, psychological growth, integrity and well-being. It also shows that this 
does not always happen deliberately. 

Based on the analysis, the article concludes that the potential for intrinsic moti-
vation can be released through focused pedagogical and didactic attention. 

Youth homelessness in Greenland  
– points of attention and ways to prevent it

By Steven Arnfjord and Kevin Perry

A decade of Greenlandic homelessness research has also uncovered problems with 
youth homelessness. There is a great deal of attention surrounding youth homeles-
sness in many other countries. The concern is that problems with youth homeless-
ness are evolving into more permanent adult homelessness. This article is a first 
look at youth homelessness in Greenland. We document trends based on the natio-
nal homeless census, quantitative data from the shelter environment, and qualita-
tive studies on youth homelessness from the support system in Nuuk. Homeless 
youth are difficult to define to a degree where it provides a stronger basis for com-
parison, and it is difficult to obtain a methodological grasp of the group with con-
ventional counting methods, such as point-in-time counts. Therefore, method trian-
gulation is used with quantitative surveys and counts, as well as qualitative inter-
views and fieldwork. The article concludes with a number of brief points of atten-
tion and points to ways of prevention.
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A new youth – a new ’we’ 
– from symbolic participation to political action

By Martin Horowitz Johansen

This practice-based article explores how student councils can serve as democratic 
arenas for student participation and influence in schools. Drawing on eight years of 
experience with student council work at Lindevangskolen in Denmark, the article 
examines how formalised processes such as The Speaker’s Corner and The Democ-
racy Wall have strengthened student voices and fostered a more inclusive demo-
cratic school culture. The article discusses the potential and challenges of student 
democracy, considering both student and teacher perspectives. It also reflects on 
how schools may reconceptualise student councils from symbolic participation to 
political agency in line with the principles of the UN Convention on the Rights of 
the Child and national education law. The findings suggest that meaningful stu-
dent democracy requires clear structures, genuine adult commitment, and a trans-
parent feedback culture.

Different, Deviant, and My Way(?) 
– adolescents’ Experiences of Moving Between Psychiatric Inpatient Care 
and Returning to School and Adolescent Life 

By Trine Møbius Sørensen
 
This article analyses the case of a fifteen-year-old girl, Line, and her transition 
between inpatient psychiatric care and school life. It draws on a combined theoreti-
cal framework, using poststructuralism and social constructionism, to explore how 
adolescents, through observation and interviews, experience and navigate being in 
psychiatric care, transitioning out of care, and returning to school, friends, family, 
and future aspirations. The analysis centres on Line and her transition process as a 
complex and sensitive timeline in which adolescents like Line enact a regime of the 
self. This regime grants her a sense of autonomy but also leaves her in a state of 
solitude – where only she can construct a (legitimate) future as someone normal, 
someone adolescent.

Collective engagements

By Gry Tybjerg, Manon Alice Lavaud & Anne Mia Steno

In this article, we examine the possibilities for young people placed in residential 
care institutions to develop and conduct their everyday youth lives together with 
other young people. Taking a youth perspective, we focus on how young people’s 
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actions are entangled with contradictory conditions for developing their lives within 
and across the residential care setting. These actions are at times perceived as 
resistance to the pedagogical project  –  a project largely framed and governed by 
others. Throughout the article, we discuss how young people’s actions can be under-
stood as collective engagements in the development of their conduct of everyday 
life, and how professionals, by connecting with these engagements, can contribute 
to supporting young people’s conduct of everyday life.


