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The third child’s vision and the school’s aesthetic blindness 
– the child as an experiencer and meaning-maker as the first point of 
interpretation

By Jim Nydam Bjerregaard

Debates on the “new view of the child” are often framed as a choice between the 
child as a competent agent and the child as insufficiently regulated. In practice, 
both perspectives primarily take observable behaviour as their point of departure. 
This article proposes a third view of the child, in which the child is understood as 
experiencing and meaning-making. Drawing on everyday classroom situations, the 
article shows how attention to children’s experiences before they solidify into 
behaviour enables earlier and more precise pedagogical responses. This perspective 
supports participation in ordinary teaching and strengthens the connection 
between wellbeing, Bildung, and subject learning.

Childism – an introduction to a critical, creative, transformative concept 

By Maria Louise Larsen Hedegaard & Sarah Alminde

This article introduces the concept of childism – a critical and transformative 
framework analogous to other critical approaches, such as feminism and anti-rac-
ism. It presents childism as an analytical and critical response to adultism, under-
stood as discrimination, marginalisation, and preconceived notions directed at chil-
dren and childhood. Finally, the article offers suggestions on where and how to 
begin if professionals, students, researchers, or others within the educational-psy-
chological field are curious to explore the potential of a childist approach.
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When children are skilled at emotion work  
– what does it mean for well-being?

By Katrine Weiland Willaa

This article explores children’s emotion work as a central but often overlooked 
dimension of children’s well-being in institutional contexts. Drawing on sociological 
theories of emotional work and emotional rules, particularly the work of Arlie 
Hochschild, the article examines how children regulate their emotions and emotio-
nal expressions in order to meet institutional emotional rules and gain social accep-
tance. Based on empirical material from a two-year ethnographic study following 
children across the transition from kindergarten to school, the analysis centres on a 
longitudinal case of a boy, Ayhan. The case illustrates how children may appear 
well-functioning precisely because they are skilled at emotional regulation, while 
the emotional effort involved often remains invisible. The article argues that 
children’s well-being is frequently assessed primarily through their visible beha-
viour and participation, which risks obscuring the emotional work underlying 
children’s everyday lives. Drawing on research on adult emotional labour, the 
article examines what demanding emotional work may mean for children over time, 
even when they outwardly appear to thrive.

The nuances of the complex educational landscape with GenAI chatbots

By Mikala Hansbøl

There is a lack of literature on how students’ learning and study practices with 
generative AI are related to their digital literacy. Empirically, the article draws on 
interviews with three university students about their approaches to learning and 
study practices with generative AI chatbots. Theoretically, the article draws on 
Schraube’s understandings of learning as “worlding” practices and Selber’s multilit-
eracy approach, which emphasises three approaches to understanding technology, 
and students’ digital literacy. Concepts from Schraube and Selber frame analyses of 
pedagogical challenges as they appear for each student. The analyses are illustra-
tive, and the purpose of the article is to help educational professionals take a step 
back to be able to explore and unfold the nuances of the complex educational 
landscape with generative AI, as both a question of learning and cognition with 
GenAI and a question of diversity in students, technology comprehensions, and stu-
dents’ digital literacy.
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Attachment in the Shadow of Trauma 

By Sara Salamyan & Aydan Aydin

This article explores how parental trauma may influence their children’s attach-
ment, mentalisation abilities and emotional development, even in cases where the 
latter have not directly experienced the trauma themselves. From a psychodynamic 
perspective, attachment theory and mentalisation theory are applied as analytical 
frameworks, while biological and cultural perspectives illuminate the interplay bet-
ween heredity and environment in transgenerational trauma transmission. The 
empirical foundation of the article consists of seven qualitative interviews with 
adults raised by traumatised parents. The thematic analysis identifies patterns in 
childhood attachment experiences, the development of mentalisation abilities, and 
long-term consequences in adulthood. The findings highlight how both psychologi-
cal burdens and developed resources shape the adults coping with parental trauma. 
The article emphasises the need for early identification and trauma-approaches in 
educational and psychological practice, and multidisciplinary interventions, as well 
as the necessity for further research in Danish contexts.

School absences on the agenda 
– The role of the PPR psychologist between legislation and practice 

By Maria Kaa & Maja Haslund Søe

The government has appointed an expert group to examine long-term school 
absences and identify recommendations to reduce them. As something new, PPR is 
written directly into the law. It is important to have an increased focus on school 
absences, as there has been a significant increase in students who are absent from 
school. This article will present research findings and the expert group’s proposed 
solutions to this problem. In the article, we will present the specific actions we have 
taken as a PPR-psychologist by using concepts as absence registration, context 
reading and broadcasting (Printz & Andersen, 2024). The expert group’s sugges-
tions reflect the duality that we also experience in practice: specifically, that pre-
vention of absence in school occurs in the class community, while handling actual 
absences often requires individual solutions. Hence, a risk of causes as well as solu-
tions is often placed within the individual student. Based on the above actions, the 
article will conclude by problematising the dilemmas that arise between legislation 
and PPR-practice as we experience it.
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The Care Approach 
– an approach to strengthening pedagogical practice and children’s well-
being[

By Malene Angelo

This article presents The Care Approach (“Omsorgsgrebet”), a theoretical model 
developed by Børns Vilkår that translates knowledge from attachment theory, men-
talisation, and developmental psychology into specific practices in early childhood 
education and care (ECEC). The article describes how the ten approaches – organi-
sed within the framework of the “big hand” and the “small hand” – support profes-
sionals in responding to children’s needs for both proximity and exploration. The 
article highlights that the quality of care is crucial for children’s well-being and 
that The Care Approach strengthens professionals’ sensitivity, shared professional 
perspective, and capacity to act. It also demonstrates how the approach can help 
prevent distress, strengthen early intervention, and foster more mentalising and 
coherent pedagogical environments in ECEC.

Observation as a professional craft in a practice-oriented PPR

By Sarah Kirkegaard Jensen & Thomas Szulevicz

In a period when practice-oriented ideals within and around Educational Psycho-
logical Practice are increasingly linked to observation as a methodological 
approach, yet without clarifying what observation actually entails as a professional 
craft within the context of educational psychology practice, this article seeks to 
strengthen and refine the craft of observation when it is associated with the ideal of 
a ‘practice-oriented’ educational psychology practice. Observation is widely used in 
educational psychology practice, both nationally and internationally, but has been 
investigated and qualified only to a limited extent in research. The article poses the 
following questions: How has the craft of observation been understood and applied, 
historically and in contemporary educational psychology practice? What strengths, 
vulnerabilities, and ethical considerations are associated with it? We argue for the 
relevance of observation within a practice-oriented educational psychology practice 
– not as a universal solution, but as an integral component of a genuinely practice-
based professional craft.


